Through it all, Professor Baird imparted lessons that I
continue to find useful in the practice of law. More than
that, he exemplified the best of The Law School—dedicated
to ideas, rigorous in inquiry, tolerant of divergent views,
and, most of all, respectful of one’s colleagues.

Douglas Baird
By Stanley Pierre-Louis, ’95
My first day at The Law School, I came upon a message
board containing a variety of announcements. Mind you, this
was 1992 when message boards were physical installations,
not social media tools. The message board listed, among
other things, class section members, class times, and a
variety of Law School activities. It also contained a curious
entry for “faculty advisor.”
Mine was Professor
Douglas Baird. Again, this
was 1992 and Google had
not yet been created, so I
could easily gather little about
him beyond what appeared
in The Glass Menagerie.
I decided to pay Professor
Baird a visit in his office
that day. He could not
have been friendlier and
genuinely seemed eager to
help my transition to The Law School. My excitement
about that meeting was only matched by the puzzlement
of my classmates, who seemed surprised that we were
assigned faculty advisors and even more shocked that I had
actually approached mine. No one I knew decided to
approach their assigned advisors.
When I explained this to Professor Baird, he invited our
lot to his home for chips and salsa. After some arm twisting,
my crew was on board. To our delight, we learned about
Professor Baird’s appreciation of modern art—Kandinsky,
if I recall correctly—and opera, among other things.
(Denizens of the Green Lounge would later come to
appreciate then–Dean Baird’s refined taste in contemporary
art, as his selections would grace those walls.) We left
Professor Baird’s home that evening even more excited
about choosing to attend The Law School.
Not surprisingly, Professor Baird’s largesse did not end
with chips and salsa. Once a quarter throughout my 1L
year, he and I would meet at the Quad Club for lunch
to touch base on my classes and summer employment and
to talk about his travel interests and research projects.
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